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In an email to supoprters this afternoon, Senate Democrats blasted out a triumphant message after state Supreme Court judge tossed out a challenge to a law requiring prisoners be counted as residents of their last known address. 

The conference calls the ruling — which is going to be appealed by the Senate Republican plaintiffs, most likely — a “victory for democracy” but it’s also a big win for them. The conference is trying to claw its way into the majority after losing the power they held for two, largely hapless, years. 

Senate Democrats stand the most to lose if redistricting continues with the lawmaker-driven panel (though Assembly Democrats, too, would likely lose multiple seats should the process go independent). 

They also blame the Senate Republicans for the postponing of the LATFOR meeting today because of uncertainty with the law. 

“While the courts have made their decision, old habits die hard and the Senate Republicans are refusing to accept a change in the status quo,” Democrats write. “A redistricting meeting scheduled for today to discuss the implementation of the prisoner counting law has been cancelled, as the GOP scrambles to run out the clock on independent redistricting.”
Republicans hold a 32-30 majority in the Senate and would be the ones most likely to be impacted if the prison counting law withstands legal scrutiny. 

The full email after the jump:
Victory for Democracy

Dear New Yorker,

Last week a state court delivered a strong rebuke to Senate Republicans who were trying to circumvent state redistricting laws. The ruling is a clear victory for democracy and equal representation as we continue our efforts to put elections back in your hands – the voters.

In 2010, our State put an end to decades of the unfair and undemocratic redistricting practice known as prison gerrymandering. However, Republican Senators filed a self-serving lawsuit in an attempt to continue disenfranchising voters in order to protect their own partisan interests. 

Calling the GOP lawsuit “highly speculative,” and saying it failed to make a rational case against the law, a state judge ruled that for purposes of district lines and population counts, LATFOR must count incarcerated people as residing in the neighborhoods they call home rather than the prisons in which they are located.

While the courts have made their decision, old habits die hard and the Senate Republicans are refusing to accept a change in the status quo. A redistricting meeting scheduled for today to discuss the implementation of the prisoner counting law has been cancelled, as the GOP scrambles to run out the clock on independent redistricting. 

It is time to stop delaying. The Senate Republicans and LATFOR must immediately comply with the law. Any further delay is an outrageous and illegal assault on democracy.

The Senate Democrats stand proudly with you and other voters like you, proud that New York is taking another leap forward toward reform.

The Senate Democrats stand ready to continue the fight for more competitive elections so that New Yorkers will have better representatives, and – most importantly – a stronger voice in Albany. 
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